RECOVERING
HOPE
CONFERENCE
Faith-Driven Responses to the Opioid Epidemic

JOSH STEIN
Josh Stein was sworn in as North Carolina’s 50th Attorney General on January 1, 2017.
Stein is focused on protecting North Carolina families from crime and consumer fraud. Prior
to being elected Attorney General, Stein served as a state Senator and as a Senior Deputy
Attorney General in the North Carolina Department of Justice. In the State Senate, Stein
successfully led efforts to put more violent criminals behind bars by expanding the state’s
DNA database. Stein wrote the School Safety Act and legislation that banned stalking using
GPS tracking devices. For his work in the state Senate, Mothers Against Drunk Driving
(MADD) and the AARP of North Carolina each named him legislator of the year and his
Republican and Democratic colleagues ranked him as the most effective Democratic
senator. As Senior Deputy Attorney General, Stein worked to protect kids from online sexual
predators and to help run the payday lenders charging loan shark interest rates on working
families out of the state. Stein previously taught high school in Zimbabwe, served as legal counsel in the United States Senate,
and worked with two economic development organizations in North Carolina. Stein is a graduate of Dartmouth College and
earned law and public policy degrees from Harvard University. He and his wife Anna have three children, who all attend North
Carolina public schools like they did.

GREG DELANEY
Current Outreach Coordinator for Statewide Alcohol and Drug Treatment Center,
Woodhaven Ohio & is a frequent Faith Partner for the Ohio Attorney General Mike
DeWine's Statewide Outreach on Substance Use as well as Attorney General Patrick
Morrisey of West Virginia’s Combating Addiction with Grace initiative. Greg also serves as
the Hope Director for “Reach for Tomorrow Ohio” a non-profit community organization
located in Highland County, Ohio where he leads a coordinated effort to educate churches
and faith and community leaders about trauma and human trafficking.
Greg also serves as a Faith partner to many of Ohio’s Faith-Based Initiatives including the
#Loveepidemic and Epidemic of Hope and is a presenter and contributor to the faith-based
efforts of the Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships in Washington D.C.
Greg is also the Founder and Recovery Coach for the Jeremiah Tree,
a Greene County, Ohio, non-profit ministry dedicated to community assistance and recovery housing for men and serves on
many boards including Ohio Citizens for Advocacy and Addiction Recovery. Greg is a graduate of Wright State University in
Marketing and has been married to his wife Elizabeth for 29 years and is father to Hillary (26), Samantha (22) and Ian (16).

DREW BROOKS

Drew Brooks is the Executive Director of Faith Partners, a non-profit organization
providing leadership, training, and consultation for a congregational addiction team
ministry model. The Faith Partners (FP) team approach is an evidence-based intervention
with hundreds of trained congregational teams from 22 different faith traditions throughout
28 states. He has worked with Faith Partners since 1999 in the roles of Program Manager
and Minnesota Area Coordinator. He also has been involved with congregational
leadership in music, youth, caring, small group, and addiction ministries.
Drew’s graduate studies were in psychological services and he was certified as a
chemical dependency practitioner. Drew has worked in the prevention, treatment, and
public health fields for over thirty-five years with Hazelden, Johnson Institute, and other
organizations providing training and consultation to faith communities, schools, and
community organizations across the country. He has worked with community groups to focus on developmental assetbuilding and environmental prevention strategies for underage drinking and marijuana use. He has co-authored four
curricula on topics such as; stress management, raising resilient children, group facilitation skills, and addiction team
ministry.
He recently served as co-chair of the Austin Recovery-Oriented Systems of Care (ROSC) Initiative, a member of the
Texas Recovery Initiative (TRI), and a member of the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration’s
(SAMHSA) Bringing Recovery Supports to Scale Technical Assistance Center Strategy (BRSS TACS) twelve person
team to assist the State of Texas in designing and implementing recovery-oriented supports, services, and systems.

MONTY BURKS
Dr. Monty Burks is the Director of Special Projects for Tennessee Department of Mental
Health and Substance Abuse Services.
Dr. Burks' role is engaging and connecting Tennessee’s faith communities with the goal of
expanding addiction recovery support services across the state. He also oversees the
Tennessee Lifeline Peer Project, a state program aimed at reducing the stigma associated
with people who suffer from addiction. Dr. Burks earned his master’s degree in criminal
justice from Middle Tennessee State University and his doctorate in theology from Heritage
International Bible College and Seminary. Dr. Burks has more than 18 years’ experience
working with the criminal justice system in various roles, including adjunct criminal justice
professor at Motlow State Community College, Criminal Justice Research Analyst at Middle
Tennessee State University, and Criminal Justice Program coordinator at Tennessee State University, where he still serves
as an adjunct professor of criminal justice.

GILES BLANKENSHIP

Born and raised in a small town in the Virginia foothills, cutting his musical teeth in church
and school choirs, and an unashamed and self-proclaimed band geek, Giles tried his hand
at writing his first songs at 16. Now with six studio albums of original songs and
arrangements of some of his favorite hymns and worship songs, Giles' latest studio
recording is the single, That's A Lie, a song, in fact, written to stand in the face of the
nation's growing drug epidemic. Giles and his family currently reside in Fayetteville, NC,
where he has served as a worship pastor with Snyder Memorial Baptist Church since
2003. Find his music at gilesblankenship.com, iTunes, Amazon, Spotify and other digital
outlets and download the song, That's A Lie, at cdbaby.com. Giles enjoys dark roast,
French press coffee, reading, and playing music with his kids.

AGENDA
8:00-8:45

Registration and Breakfast

8:45-9:00

Special Music
Giles Blankenship

9:00-10:20

Opening Plenary Session
Josh Stein, Attorney General for North Carolina
Greg Delaney, Outreach Coordinator, Woodhaven, Ohio

TRANSITION TO TAYLOR HALL
10:30-12:00

Rescue & Relief Sessions

12:00-1:15

Lunch & Fellowship

1:15-2:45

Restoration & Recovery Sessions

Church-Based Naloxone Distribution
Faith Communities & Substance Use Disorders
Harm Reduction & The Church

Building Power and Saving Lives
Mental Health First Aid: Recovery is Possible
Justice System Responses to People with Behavioral Health Disorders

TRANSITION TO BUTLER CHAPEL
3:00-4:30

Closing Plenary Session- Call to Action
Drew Brooks, Executive Director, Faith Partners
Monty Burks, Director of Faith Based Initiatives, Tennessee
Department of Mental Health & Drug Abuse Services

SESSION ROOMS

324 125 126
Harm Reduction & The
Church

RESCUE &
RELIEF
SESSIONS

Lillie Armstrong
Adam English
Michelle Matthis

Church-Based
Naloxone
Distribution/SEP
Partnership
Roxana Ballinger
Frank Lassen

Elizabeth Shilling

10:30AM-12:00PM

RESTORATION
& RECOVERY
SESSIONS
1:15PM-2:45PM

Faith Communities &
Substance Use
Disorders: Practical
Approaches to
Developing Community
Initiatives

Justice System
Responses to People
with Behavioral Health
Disorders
Bob Kurtz
Steve Mange
Judge Jacquelyn Lee
Mark Teachey

Building Power and
Saving Lives:
Community Organizing
Responses to Ending
the Overdose Crisis
Brigid Flaherty

Mental Health First Aid:
Recovery is Possible
Pamela Munger
Thomas Smith

PRESENTATIONS
CHURCH-BASED NALOXONE DISTRIBUTION/SEP
PARTNERSHIP
ROXANA BALLINGER, FRANK LASSEN
10:30AM-12:00PM, ROOM 125
This session will discuss the development of SEP in Dare County. The program has been in place
since Oct 2016 in partnership with Source Church and the Public Health Dept. We will share how
we started, lessons learned, opportunities as we move forward, our roles as partners in the
community and funding challenges.

FAITH COMMUNITIES & SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS:
PRACTICAL APPROACHES TO DEVELOPING
COMMUNITY INITIATIVES
ELIZABETH SHILLING
10:30AM-12:00PM, ROOM 126
Community initiatives are crucial pieces of a larger support mechanism needed to help individuals
enter into and remain in recovery from substance use disorders. This presentation will briefly
present evidence-based treatment options and types of support for individuals seeking recovery as
well as barriers to successful recovery. Participants will learn about different types of community
initiatives that can foster recovery or mitigate barriers to recovery. Finally, participants will be
invited to consider and discuss specific ways in which faith communities can take steps toward
supporting the path of recovery.

HARM REDUCTION & THE CHURCH
LILLIE ARMSTRONG, ADAM ENGLISH, MICHELLE MATTHIS
10:30AM-12:00PM, ROOM 324
This session is designed to decrease stigma and increase support for Harm Reduction
programming in local communities, with faith leaders taking an active role in these changes.

BUILDING POWER AND SAVING LIVES: COMMUNITY
ORGANIZING RESPONSES TO ENDING THE OVERDOSE
CRISIS
BRIGID FLAHERTY
1:15PM-2:50PM, ROOM 125
This presentation looks at grassroots organizing as one solution to ending the overdose crisis. We
discuss the fundamentals of community organizing, leadership development, coalition building,
direct services and direct action in the context of building power among communities directly
impacted by the drug war, mass incarceration, racism and poverty. We acknowledge the role that
systemic injustices informed by race, class, geography, among other systemic variables plays into
policy and practice that often represses vulnerable communities from civic participation. By
focusing on centering and building the leadership of directly-impacted communities, we seek to
organize to win immediate and concrete changes, while working to build a movement for our total
liberation.

MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID: RECOVERY IS POSSIBLE
PAMELA MUNGER, THOMAS SMITH
1:15PM-2:50PM, ROOM 126
Our conversation centers on building capacity through awareness and fellowship, on building
resiliency, and reducing the stigma surrounding mental illness and addiction. The session will start
with a group share of local efforts already in place and a brief discussion centered on recovery.
The conversation continues with an overview of what Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) is, what
participants learn during the eight-hour course, and a brief overview of the new supplemental
opioid response materials recently introduced. We will hear from Rev. Dr. Thomas Smith with his
thoughts on MHFA and why he chose to host a class at the First Calvary Baptist Church. We will
explore how MHFA can enhance existing community education initiatives and outreach efforts in
your community and in your place of worship. The session ends with an overview of the MHFAUSA website and a step by step on how to find a nationally certified instructor in your area.

VETERANS TREATMENT COURT- CHANGING LIVES
BOB KURTZ, JACQUELYN LEE, STEVE MANGE, MARK TEACHEY
1:15PM-2:50PM, ROOM 324
This presentation will take you through current innovations in the justice system that are designed
to more compassionately and effectively address people with behavioral health disorders.
Specifically, the second half of the session will explore veterans treatment courts. Presenters will
discuss all facets that help veterans who have come in contact with the judicial system due to their
mental health issues or substance use disorders.

PRESENTERS
LILLIE ARMSTRONG
COMMUNITY OVERDOSE CONSULTANT, NC DIVISION OF PUBLIC HEALTH
Lillie Armstrong is the Community Overdose Consultant with the North Carolina Division of Public
Health. She leads the North Carolina Safer Syringe Initiative, overseeing and supporting syringe
exchange programs and other harm reduction-based health services for people who use drugs.
Ms. Armstrong has been involved in harm reduction since 2008 and has worked with programs in
North Carolina, New York, Pennsylvania, and Maryland. She joined the Injury and Violence
Prevention Branch in September 2016 following the legalization of syringe exchange programs.
Ms. Armstrong received her Master of Public Health degree from the UNC Chapel Hill Gillings
School of Global Public Health.

ROXANA BALLINGER
HEALTH EDUCATION & COMMUNITY OUTREACH DIRECTOR, DARE
COUNTY HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES
Roxana Ballinger is a Registered Nurse with a Master’s degree in Business Administration and
holds a certification in Case Management. She is a native of Virginia Beach, Virginia and moved to
the Outer Banks in North Carolina in 2012. Ballinger worked in Acute Care for 32 years in many
different roles and most recently as the Director of Case Management Services and Performance
Improvement/Patient Safety. She is currently with Dare County Health & Human Services as the
Health Education & Outreach Director, under this umbrella she oversees school & community
substance use prevention education, quality improvement, accreditation, emergency
preparedness, diabetes, Medicaid programs and co-chairs the Dare County Saving Lives Task
Force with Commissioner Wally Overman, addressing substance use in Dare county.

ADAM ENGLISH
CHAIR, DEPARTMENT OF CHRISTIAN STUDIES, CAMPBELL UNIVERSITY
Dr. Adam C. English serves as Chair of the Department of Christian Studies, Campbell University
and teaches theology, ethics, and philosophy to undergraduate students. A graduate of Baylor
University, Dr. English came to Campbell by way of Texas and has since made North Carolina
home with his wife Charissa, teenage daughter Cassidy, and dog Jack. He has researched and
written on the traditions of Christmas, St. Nicholas, and the theological significance of the holiday.
He also serves as interim pastor at Mosaic Church of Clayton.

BRIGID FLAHERTY
CO-DIRECTOR, DOWN HOME NORTH CAROLINA
Brigid Flaherty is the co-Founder and co-Director of Down Home North Carolina, a grassroots
organization building power for working communities in rural and small town North Carolina. She
was mostly recently the Organizing Director of ALIGN, where she led winning policy campaigns at
the city level that strengthened standards for 4,000 commercial sanitation workers as well as
improving public health for three overburdened low-income and people of color districts; drove
labor-community coalition mobilizations around Fight for 15 and various Wall Street actions. Prior
to ALIGN, she worked for seven years at the Pushback Network where she eventually served as
Executive Director. At Pushback, she worked with the Board to drive strategic planning and
fundraising for a national network of eight states that were building power with people of color and
low income community organizations through state-based integrated civic engagement programs.

BOB KURTZ
PROGRAM MANAGER, DIVISION OF MENTAL HEALTH, DEVELOPMENTAL
DISABILITIES, AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVICES
Dr. Kurtz has worked in the public mental health system for most all his adult life. His academic
credentials include degrees in social work and rehabilitation counseling, and a second master’s and
a Ph.D. in clinical psychology. He’s worked in public mental health systems in five states prior to his
move to North Carolina to work for our state’s Division of MH/DD/SAS. Dr. Kurtz has served in
many roles in his years with the state, including clinical director of the Crisis Services Section, and
acting section chief. For the past 18 years, Dr. Kurtz’s work has focused on issues involving adults
with mental illness and criminal justice involvement. Dr. Kurtz helped bring Crisis Intervention Team
(CIT) programs to North Carolina and has been state CIT coordinator since 2005. He is now helping
lead the state’s Stepping Up Initiative.

FRANK LASSEN
PASTOR, SOURCE CHURCH
Frank Lassen resides on the Outer Banks of North Carolina, in 2009 he and his wife, Cindy,
planted Source Church, on Roanoke Island. Source Church is an Outreach minded Ministry that
desires to show people that Christ has a plan for all. In 2016, High Life 252, was birthed out of
Source Church. It was Dare County's first and to date, only needle exchange. This step was met
with excitement and scrutiny from his peers. Drug abuse is personal for Pastor Frank, as he grew
up in his early childhood surrounded by addiction. This ministry was birthed in the mindset of
keeping people clean in the during the throes of addiction. His heart is to reach out to the
individual, make a connection, and then slowly work with them as they travel on their road to
recovery. He and his team have had great success and the statistics to show it just in the small
time that the ministry has been birthed. Needle exchange is not typically something you would
hear about involving a church, but on the small strip of land in which Pastor Frank resides with his
family, the drug rate, and overdose rate, is out of control. Pastor Frank is quoted in saying, "we
had to do something, anybody can do nothing."

JACQUELYN LEE
CHIEF DISTRICT COURT JUDGE
Judge Lee is a native Johnstonian who lives in the southern part of the county. She attended law
school at Campbell University, where she was a member of Campbell Law Review and selected
into Omicron Delta Kappa Society. After practicing law with Narron, O’Hale and Whittington for
ten years, she became District Court Judge in 2000, being one of the first two women elected in
the district. She continues to serve, and Chief Justice Mark Martin appointed her Chief District
Court Judge effective 2015. She has presided over Harnett County Veterans Treatment Court
since that time. She is married to Tommy Lee, a disabled Vietnam Veteran and retired farmer.
Her daughters, Allison, an exceptional children teacher and Jacklyn, a speech therapist with
preschool program, are employed with Johnston County Schools. She has three grandsons.

STEVE MANGE
SENIOR POLICY & STRATEGY COUNSEL, NORTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
Steve Mange serves as Senior Policy & Strategy Counsel to North Carolina Attorney General
Josh Stein, where his current focus is on strategies to address the opioid epidemic. Steve
previously worked as Senior Policy Advisor to the Illinois Attorney General, Executive Director of
the Illinois Meth Project, and consultant to the National Alliance for Model State Drug Laws. He
has a B.A. in History from the University of Wisconsin – Madison, an M.A. in Latin American
History from the University of Chicago, and a J.D. from New York University School of Law.

MICHELLE MATTHIS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OLIVE BRANCH MINISTRY
Michelle Mathis is the Executive Director and co-founder of The Olive Branch Ministry, a faithbased harm reduction organization, based in Hickory, NC. She was ordained in 2004 served for
several years as a minister of her home church, before leaving to serve in full time ministry with
Olive Branch. She has over 15 years experience in harm reduction work, including HIV/HepC
education/testing, syringe exchange, and Naloxone distribution. Her role with Olive Branch
includes the implementation and management of mobile syringe exchange programs in several
Western NC counties. Working in partnership with the Gaston County Substance Abuse
Coalition, she helped to develop, and is the program coordinator for the Gaston County Opioid
Overdose Response Team. Michelle currently serves on the board of several NC statewide
organizations, including the NC Harm Reduction Coalition. Michelle believes strongly in the
challenge to “Go and do likewise.” wherever Spirit leads and encourages other to do the same.

PAMELA MUNGER
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST, SANDHILLS CENTER MCO
Pamela Munger works with several stakeholders at the local, regional, and state levels in meeting
community objectives toward systemic change in the NC mental health system. Pamela earned her
national certification as a Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) instructor and in April 2017 was
recognized by NC DHHS for her collaborative and supportive efforts to make MHFA accessible to
rural NC and for creating a nine-county instructor network. Pamela was instrumental in developing a
two-day mental health crisis prevention and intervention training program for school personnel
bringing recognition to her agency from the i2i Center for Integrative Health receiving the “Program
of Excellence” award for public awareness and advocacy in Dec 2016. The program was adopted in
2018 by the NC State Collaborative for statewide implementation. Pamela has over twenty-five
years of combined experience in program development, project management, community
collaboration and development, large event management, and public relations. She recently
completed all requirements for a Master’s in Executive Communications from Syracuse University,
which combines the MBA and public relations curricula.

ELIZABETH SHILLING
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, WAKE FOREST SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
Dr. Elizabeth Hodges Shilling received her Bachelor's degree from North Carolina State
University, her Master of Arts in Counseling degree from Wake Forest University and her PhD in
Counseling and Counselor Education from The University of North Carolina at Greensboro. Dr.
Shilling is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Surgery at Wake Forest Baptist Health and
is the Co-Director of the Addiction Research & Clinical Health Masters of Science Program in the
Biomedical Campus of the graduate school at Wake Forest University. She also directs the peer
support services and supervises peer support specialists and clinical addiction specialists
providing substance use intervention services in 8 departments at Wake Forest Baptist Health.
Previously she served as an adjunct Assistant Professor at Wake Forest University in the
Department of Counseling where she taught clinical courses in practicum and internship for more
than three years. Prior to moving back to North Carolina, Dr. Shilling served as an Instructor in
the Family & Community Medicine Department at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston, Texas
where she brought expertise in motivational interviewing skills and substance abuse treatment to
a SAMHSA-funded grant which trained more than 400 medical residents on Screening, Brief
Intervention, and Referral to Treatment (SBIRT) for substance use problems over the course of 4
years. Dr. Shilling has over eight years of experience in substance abuse treatment and research
and more than nine years of experience in clinical research and graduate level education.

THOMAS SMITH
PASTOR, FIRST CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Thomas Smith currently serves as the Pastor of the First Calvary Baptist Church in
Sanford, North Carolina. A native of Wake County NC, Rev. Dr. Smith was ordained into the
Gospel Ministry by Wake Baptist Association in 1983, and had served as associate Pastor of
Good Hope Baptist Church in Knightdale, and as Pastor of Brookston Baptist Church in
Henderson, both in NC. Also active in the Deep River Missionary Baptist Association, Rev. Dr.
Smith serves as its budget director as well as being a member of the Constitution Committee, the
Scholarship Committee and the Chair of the Nominating Committee. He was also the past Vice
Chairman and is currently an at-large member of the General Board of the General Baptist State
Convention of NC as well as serving on the finance committee. Rev. Dr. Smith earned his
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Chemistry from UNC-CH, a Master of Divinity Degree from Shaw
University Divinity School in Raleigh, and his Doctor of Ministry Degree from the Virginia Union
School of Theology in Richmond, VA. Rev. Dr. Smith is married to Sarah Littlejohn Smith. They
have three children and five grandchildren.

MARK TEACHEY
PROGRAM DIRECTOR, DISTRICT 11A VETERANS TREATMENT COURT
Mark Teachey is a retired US Army Military Officer and Law Enforcement Officer that was part of
the inception of the 1st Veterans Treatment Court for North Carolina. He started this Specialty
treatment Court program November 6, 2013. The program has grown from a small group of
volunteers helping a couple of veterans to a internationally acclaimed Veterans treatment court
that is changing lives of those that were willing to die to ensure our freedom.

