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What constitutes a Campbell University Global Engagement/ 

Study Abroad or Study Away Program?1 

A “Campbell University program” includes travel and programs that are offered to benefit 

members of the Campbell University community, including faculty, staff, students and/or 

guests.  In order to determine whether a program constitutes a Campbell program, a 

variety of factors are considered, including: 

 Is the travel, activity or program actively promoted on campus through means of public 

announcements including, but not limited to emails, website postings, posters or other 

advertisements? 

 Is the program led by University employees and/or involve participants drawn from the 

University community in such a way as to create the appearance that it is sanctioned or 

sponsored by the University? 

 Is the relationship of the participants created or established through Campbell University?  

 Do the participants of the program perceive a gain in relationship to the University? 

(Examples include but are not limited to the following: increase academic preparedness 

or experience, relationship with faculty, recruitment, admissions advantages through 

networking, etc.)  

 Do the participants in the program actively solicit financial support on campus? Do the 

participants use the name of the University to solicit financial support off campus?  

 Is the program financially supported in any way by the University? 

 Does the program make use of the name “Campbell University” in the description of its 

purpose or activities? 

 Does the program make use of University services such as the Business Office, 

Registrar’s Office, Office of Student Activities or Global Engagement Office?  

 Is the activity affiliated with an established University entity, such as a credit-bearing 

course, graduation requirement, the Center for Civic Engagement, Campbell’s athletic 

program or the alumni office? 

If the answer to any one of these questions is “yes,” then the program is considered a “Campbell 

University program” and will be subject to all policies and procedures established for 

international and off-campus programs through the Global Engagement Office.  Additionally, 

programs that create an appearance that they are sanctioned or sponsored by the University must 

be reviewed by the Global Engagement Committee to determine if they must comply with the 

University’s policies and procedures. 

                     
1 This section is borrowed from Drew University’s “What Constitutes a Drew Program”? 
http://www.drew.edu/internationaltravel/wp-content/uploads/sites/135/ScopeofTravelPolicy.pdf used by 
permission, Stacey Fischer, May 3, 2017. 

http://www.drew.edu/internationaltravel/wp-content/uploads/sites/135/ScopeofTravelPolicy.pdf


Types of Programs 

 
 Faculty-Led programs:  faculty teaches a part or whole course abroad to students enrolled 

in course work for credit. All student participants must take at least 1 of the courses 

offered on the program in order to participate.  

 Alumni and Friends Program: Faculty leads themed travel abroad. May include travel 

participants with no direct link to the university. Short term, no course content. Non-

Campbell participants may be allowed, but must apply and go through some vetting.   

 Permission to Lead or participate in a 3rd Party Program: A department or faculty may 

request to join a program sponsored by another party (for example, partnering with 

another university, service organization, church, etc. In some cases, the program may 

need to run as a program under the sponsor/partner name). Educational purposes of the 

University should be prioritized, and the relationship between the parties must be 

clarified by MOU or contract.  

 Global Outreach--All short-term service programs sponsored by educational components 

of the university should use terminology such as Service Learning, Service, Outreach, 

etc., even if the program carries no academic credits. Mission Trips are for no academic 

credit and are directed by the Office of Student Life/Campus Ministry office under the 

direction of the Campus Minister. Divinity school and the Department of Christian 

Studies may also offer missions programs.    

 

Programs and places where the university can safely build long-term relationships, and be well 

integrated into local communities with projects initiated by local endeavors are preferable to 

short-term, transitory travel or drop-in missions.  

 

Regardless of type of program, all programs must be assessed for program effectiveness.  Those 

bearing academic credits may require additional assessment as part of routine department or 

course assessment. Because of accreditation standards and educational best practices, it is 

important to make distinctions with programming types. Attempting to be all things to all people 

to increase participants ultimately does not work in the best interests of students or the 

constituencies involved.  

When can programs travel? 

 
The university works with multiple, complex calendars across many professional schools and 

extended campuses. Short-term programs for non-academic credit may be planned for suitable 

academic break times. Students should not miss classes or be excused from exams or other 

requirements in order to participate in any program.  Faculty should not miss required events 

such as graduation in order to participate. Currently all faculty–led, credit-bearing programs are 

offered during summer. 

 

Where can Campbell University Go?  
 

 Campbell employees must follow U.S. State Department Guidelines for any planned 

country visit. As a general rule, Campbell University will only travel to nations with a 

level 1 and level 2 travel rating by the State Department.  Even countries with an overall 

ranking of level 1 or level 2 may have areas or pockets of level 3 or 4; travel is restricted 



from all level 3 or 4 areas. 

http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings.html 
o State Department Guidelines must be read carefully, and full justifications for travel must 

be made to the committee and director as part of the proposal process. 

 There are significant variations in state department guidelines and warnings, including 

regional variations within an individual country. While such variations may create 

arguments for allowing travel to a country on Level 3; there is no way to mitigate legal 

liability if/when something goes wrong. The university carries considerable liability in 

international programming at the best of times under the best conditions; therefore, any 

travel requires a university commitment to shoulder that risk.  

 No undergraduates may travel to any level 3 or 4 country; no programs may sponsor 

undergraduates to travel to a level 3or 4 country, unless an exemption is granted by the 

Travel Risk Committee.  

 Graduate programs may make an argument for essential research or educational goals 

which can only be fulfilled in a level 3 country. Level 4 locations are forbidden for all 

faculty, staff, and students travel 

 The faculty member has the burden of proof for convincing the university that a level 3 

area is the only location in which the educational goals of the university can be met. To 

put it another way, the university will expect a program’s educational goals to be met in 

level 1 or 2 location, unless it can be proven that it is impossible to meet those goals 

outside of a level 3 location.  
 

http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings.html

