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LAW BRIEF
Message from
Dean J. Rich Leonard
If you
attended
Wide
Open Bluegrass in Raleigh
at the end of September,
you might have noticed
the law school logo on the
main stage as a major
sponsor. Or if you flew
through RDU recently, you
might have seen our logo
on the rotating display as
you walked through the
terminals. In this tight
applicant market, schools
can no longer sit back and
wait on quality applicants.

We have to be entrepreneurial and proactive in
reaching prospective students. Over 200,000 folks
visited Raleigh to listen to
bluegrass, and 11 million
travelers pass through the
airport each year. If we
tweak one person’s curiosity and matriculate a
student, we have paid for
the advertising.
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Campbell Law places third
overall on July 2017 N.C. Bar Exam
Campbell Law School offered the third best overall showing in the
state, and its best institutional performance since 2014, on the July
2017 North Carolina Bar Exam. Recording an 81.34 percent overall
mark, 109 of the 134 overall test takers successfully navigated their
way through the exam.
With regard to first time testers, Campbell Law graduates passed at an
83.33 percent clip, with 100 out of 120 graduates succeeding. Nine of
the 14 repeat testers passed.
“We are as pleased as can be for our 109 new colleagues that are
licensed to practice law within this state,” said Campbell Law Dean
J. Rich Leonard. “We are also proud of the fact that we’ve improved
upon our scores from the prior year, an initiative that has been my top
priority over these past 12 months.
“With respect to our graduates that were ultimately unsuccessful
in their attempt, they know full well that they have the complete
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resources of my administrative staff and this entire law school community in
turning things around. We have already begun to reach out to those individuals
and will do absolutely everything we can to get them over this final hurdle.”
In all, 73.80 percent of first time testers from the seven North Carolina law
schools passed the examination, a 6.98 percent increase from a year ago. Of all
applicants who sat for the exam, 61.75 percent passed.
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ALUMNI NEWS & NOTES
CLASS OF 1979

CLASS OF 1996

CLASS OF 1980

CLASS OF 1997

Judge John Tyson was appointed to the N.C.
Dispute Resolution Commission.

Judge Don Overby’s first published book, Just
Ordinary Soldiers, was a finalist for book of the
year with Foreword Review.
Randall C. Stoney, Jr. was named to 2018 Best
Lawyers in America.

CLASS OF 1981

Joe Osman has announced his candidacy for
Roberson County District Attorney.
Chris Hinnant was named to 2018 Best Lawyers
in America.

CLASS OF 2001

J. Yancey Washington received the President’s
Award from the N.C. Conference of Clerks of
Superior Court.

Judge Michael Paul marked his 25th year on the
CLASS OF 2002
District Court Bench, serving as Chief District
Court Judge for the N.C. Second Judicial District. Jennifer Morris Jones has been appointed vice
chair of the workers’ compensation committee
of DRI.
CLASS OF 1983
Charles Ellis was appointed to the Pitt Community
CLASS OF 2003
College Board of Trustees.
Stephanie Gaston Poley has been re-appointed
chair of the DRI retail and hospitality committee.
CLASS OF 1985
John D. Martin was named to 2018 Best Lawyers
CLASS OF 2005
in America.
Campbell Law mourns the passing of Craig Slagle.

CLASS OF 1988

Bob Bollinger was named to 2018 Best Lawyers
in America and SuperLawyers.

CLASS OF 1990

CLASS OF 2006

Chad Essick has been elected to a seat on the
Poyner Spruill LLP management committee.

William B. Hamel was named to 2018 Best Lawyers CLASS OF 2009
Hunter Plemmons has been named the next
in America.
Haywood County Superior Clerk of Court.
CLASS OF 1991
Christian Staples welcomed the birth of his son,
Mike Garland has joined Marcari, Russotto,
Evan McCoy Staples, and was named a 2017
Spencer & Balaban, P.C.
Leader in the Law by N.C. Lawyers Weekly.

CLASS OF 1992

CLASS OF 2015

CLASS OF 1995

CLASS OF 2017

Gena Graham Morris was named to 2018 Best
Lawyers in America.

John “Jack” Capitano was named to 2018 Best
Lawyers in America.

CONNECT WITH US!
Our alumni serve a vital role within the Campbell
Law community, and are frequently called upon
to assist with volunteer opportunities, recruiting,
assisting with mock interviews, informing us of
market opportunities, hosting events, or partnering
with a student organization.
All Campbell Law alumni are also welcome to utilize
our Career & Professional Development Center
services, including career advising, employment
search, and reciprocity.
If you are interested in connecting with the law
school and serving our students, please contact
Campbell Law’s Assistant Dean of External
Relations Megan West Sherron at 919.865.5875 or
by email at sherron@campbell.edu.
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Scottie Forbes Lee has joined the Greensboro
office of Ellis & Winters LLP.

Jennifer Dumont has been sworn in as an
assistant district attorney in Alamance County.

Thank You!
Whitfield Bryson & Mason LLP and
McGuireWoods LLP recently
sponsored competitive teams
within Campbell Law’s
advocacy program.
Their gifts provided eight
students with an opportunity
to learn by doing.

We welcome professional and personal updates from our alumni, and we encourage you to send photos.
For more information, contact: Brandon Yopp, Director of Communications & Marketing | yopp@campbell.edu | 919.865.5978
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Campbell Law holds swearing-in
ceremony for recent graduates

Career Center leads
1L career development series

Twenty-eight Campbell Law graduates participated in a swearing-in
ceremony at the law school on Oct. 6. The Honorable Paul Ridgeway,
a 1986 Campbell Law graduate, and The Honorable Bryan Collins, Jr.,
both North Carolina Superior Court Judges, administered the oath of
office and led the swearing-in of Campbell Law alums who recently
passed the July 2017 North Carolina Bar Examination.

Campbell Law School’s Career & Professional Development
Center held six-week series of lunchtime programming crafted
specifically for its first year students. The program kicked off on
Sept. 26. The series included an introduction to the new Career
Center staff and a primer on the current legal job market, Symplicity training, drafting a legal resume, conducting a legal job search,
creating an effective cover letter, and tips to improve networking.

The ceremony offered graduates the opportunity to be sworn in as
attorneys with the North Carolina State Bar at their alma mater with
their family, friends, professors, classmates, and peers encouraging
them and sharing the occasion. Each graduate took the oath of office
as an attorney at law to support the Constitution of the United States.
“The annual swearing-in ceremony is one of our favorite events
because it’s the final destination on a long and challenging educational
and professional journey,” said Campbell Law Assistant Dean of
External Relations Megan West Sherron. “It’s also the beginning of a
new career in the legal profession, and it means a great deal to the
administration, faculty, and staff that every year so many of our alums
return home to share this special occasion with us.

“The legal world is different than any other,” said Campbell Law
Career Center Director Kala Taylor. “Legal employers have very
specific and strict expectations, and they are unlike anything firstyear law students have experienced previous. This six-week series
will prepare them to meet those demands and challenges.”

Women in Law participate in Ovarian
Cancer Walk & 5K Run
Campbell Law School’s Women in Law student organization participated in the annual Gail Perkins Ovarian Cancer Walk & 5K Run
on Sept. 16 at Sanderson High School in Raleigh. Several members
of the organization took part to raise money to support ovarian
cancer research at Duke University Medical Center.
While the Duke Ovarian Cancer Research Program is partially
funded by the National Cancer Institute and other agencies, funds
raised at the annual ovarian awareness walk are used to fund
much-needed researchers and laboratory equipment. The goal
is to reduce ovarian cancer deaths through research that leads to
improvements in early detection, treatment, and prevention.
The group utilized online crowdfunding to raise more than $400 for
the effort.

Dean Leonard writes op-ed on merit
selection of judges
Campbell Law holds screening of
“In Pursuit of Justice”
The Campbell Law Innocence Project and the North Carolina Center
on Actual Innocence (NCCAI) partnered to provide a work-in-progress screening of the documentary “In Pursuit of Justice” at the law
school on Sept. 21. The screening was open to members of the local
Raleigh community.
“In Pursuit of Justice” is a harrowing documentary focused on Raleigh
native Greg Taylor, who spent 17 years in prison for a murder he did
not commit. The film closely tracks Taylor’s fight for justice and exoneration, featuring family and witness interviews, and area news coverage from the initial arrest onward. Taylor’s case forever changed the
North Carolina criminal justice system and the state’s legal landscape.
The special hearing which ultimately resulted in Taylor becoming a free
man was held at Campbell Law. The documentary was produced by
Gregg Jamback and Jamie Huss.

Campbell Law Dean J. Rich Leonard authored an op-ed discussing
his idea for the selection of judges in North Carolina based on merit.
The op-ed was published in The News & Observer on Sept. 14.
“It is an elegantly simple procedure
that would work efficiently and put
our state in the creative forefront
of solving the age-old issue of how
to pick judges,” writes Leonard.
Leonard has penned several
op-eds throughout his career,
including an April 2016 piece, “I
got the Merrick Garland treatment:
Appeals court nominee,” which
was published by USA Today.

Following the screening, Taylor participated in a panel discussion alongside his co-defendant, Johnny Beck. NCCAI executive director Chris
Mumma and 2010 Campbell Law graduate and NCCAI staff attorney
Cheryl Sullivan, both of whom worked to have Taylor released from
prison, also participated.
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Campbell Law sponsors
World of Bluegrass
Campbell Law School served as
a corporate sponsor of the 2017
World of Bluegrass festival in downtown Raleigh, Sept. 29-30. The law
school also served as a sponsor a
year ago.
In addition to the sponsorship,
two Campbell Law faculty members represented the law school
throughout the International Bluegrass Music Association’s continuing
legal education event (CLE) during
the organization’s annual conference, Sept. 26-30, in downtown
Raleigh. Campbell Law Associate Professor Kevin Lee and adjunct
faculty member Benji Jones both taught during the CLE.
The CLE guided bluegrass professionals through navigating the revolutionary challenges currently facing the music industry. Topics included
funding a bluegrass career, managing live broadcasting issues, staying
current with Blockchain, and running social media contests. The CLE
was divided into four one-hour sessions, with each taking place at the
Raleigh Convention Center.
Professor Lee discussed Blockchain, the technology behind bitcoin.
Major music industry players like Spotify have adopted Blockchain
for their operations, but what does it mean for the individual artist?
Professor Jones reviewed the new rules for crowdfunding campaigns.
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Community Law Clinic adds partnership
with Alliance Medical Ministry
The Campbell Community Law Clinic has added a fourth community
partner to its stable of non-profit agencies. Campbell Law Dean J.
Rich Leonard has announced that effective immediately the clinic will
begin providing legal services to clients of Alliance Medical Ministry, a
non-profit that provides affordable health care to working uninsured
adults. Alliance joins StepUp Ministry, the Raleigh Rescue Mission and
Urban Ministry as partner agencies with the Community Law Clinic. In
the last 12 months, the clinic has assisted dozens of clients referred by
these non-profit partners and more 100 individuals in all.
“We are thrilled to partner with Alliance, a wonderful non-profit
serving working families,” said clinic director Ashley Campbell. “We especially welcome the opportunity to work with Megg Rader, Alliance’s
executive director, and a fellow graduate of Campbell Law School.”
The Campbell Community Law Clinic partners with non-profit agencies in the community to provide solutions to legal problems encountered by clients of those agencies. The clinic provides representation,
advocacy, education and reconciliation for its clients while delivering
valuable and practical knowledge to law school students.
Alliance Medical Ministry is a faith-based nonprofit providing a medical
home to the working uninsured of Wake County. More than 123,000
adult residents of Wake County lack access to affordable acute and
primary medical care. According to the NC Census, 82 percent of the
uninsured in North Carolina reside in a working household. Without
insurance these hard-working citizens are less likely to receive preventive care, and are more likely to be hospitalized for conditions that could
have been prevented which can quickly lead to medical debt. For more
information visit their website at www.alliancemedicalministry.org/.

World of Bluegrass features the best in the traditional and acoustic
music community on three stages in downtown Raleigh. The festival
boasts more than 100 acts, including Steep Canyon Rangers featuring Steven Martin, The Infamous Stringdusters, Sam Bush, Bela Fleck,
The Travelin’ McCourys and many more.

Six info sessions scheduled for
Campbell FLEX
Campbell Law School will hold six information sessions for its ground
breaking Campbell FLEX program, which allows students to earn a lifechanging degree at their own pace. The info sessions begin in January
and run monthly through June. Each session is held on a Thursday at
noon and lasts roughly one hour.
Prospective students interested in attending a Campbell FLEX info session can register easily online via law.campbell.edu/flex.
The Campbell FLEX program enables entering law students to earn a
Juris Doctor degree by taking fewer hours each semester than required
by the traditional program. For a complete and thorough outline of
Campbell FLEX,visit law.campbell.edu/flex.

Campbell Law takes part in
National Pro Bono Celebration
Campbell Law School participated in the National Pro Bono Celebration, Oct. 22-28. Throughout the week, the Campbell Law Pro Bono
Council hosted five events designed to highlight and promote pro bono
services. Events included a pro bono fair, a breakfast social with the Pro
Bono Council, a panel featuring practicing attorneys discussing their
experience with pro bono efforts, a CLE on domestic violence, and a
student interest panel.

SUPPORT CAMPBELL LAW
Every gift to Campbell Law makes a difference.
Contribute online at our secure site: http://alumni.campbell.edu/lawgiving
For more information about giving opportunities, contact:
David Bohm, Director of Development

bohm@campbell.edu / 919.865.5977
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