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CAMPBELL LAW INSTALLS THOMAS SAYRE’S
NEWEST PUBLIC ART IN RALEIGH
Campbell Law School is home to the newest work of public art by world-renowned sculptor
and artist Thomas Sayre installed in March. “Preponderance” – named after the legal
standard of evidence – soars 20 feet above the law school’s main entrance off Hillsborough
Street. “The origins of some of Raleigh’s most iconic symbols trace back to Thomas Sayre,”
Dean J. Rich Leonard said. “We are beyond proud to partner with his vision and debut one of
his stunning monuments, adding to our city’s vibrant network of works of art for all to enjoy.”
More than a dozen media outlets covered the installation including The News and Observer,
which included visiting the new art installation in its “Things to Do” while social distancing
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

DEAN’S MESSAGE

I hope this finds you and your family staying safe and healthy
during these difficult times. My prayers are with everyone who
has been affected by this terrible virus. I wanted to update you
on how Campbell Law School is continuing to navigate the
ongoing COVID-19 emergency.
Who saw any of this coming? The situation at the law school
is evolving daily. And after the most intense weeks of my
professional life, I am enormously proud of our response
thus far. In 72 hours, we took a traditional in-seat law school
to a completely online format without missing a class. And
my faculty, hitherto skeptical of distance education, did it
with good humor and enormous creativity. We have made
principled decisions about grading, ranking, exam administration
and taking summer school online in a collaborative way. Every day is
“I am
a new decision tree. But I am heartsick for my students. They do not
enormously
deserve to see their graduation cancelled, jobs suddenly in peril,
proud of our
uncertainty about if they can even take a bar exam and confined
response,”
to their homes to finish the semester (often with children they are
now homeschooling). The saving grace is that we train lawyers here
Dean Leonard
to be resilient, flexible and responsive to changing facts. We will all
come out on the other side humbler and wiser. We have had some good news recently.
Thanks to our generous donors, we have dramatically expanded our subsidized summer
externship opportunities in a climate where those placements are scarce. We also have
received a $25,000 grant from AccessLex to help students who are struggling financially
due to the pandemic. And I recently announced the creation of six new summer
fellowships in the Wake County justice system. The Judge Robert Farmer Fellowships
will be awarded to students with demonstrated financial need and a calling for public
service. I would love to hear how you are adapting to this “new normal.” Are you doing
something unique to help your community? Please feel free to share your story with me.
Now, more than ever, our Campbell Law students need mentorship from our alumni.
Here are just a few ways you can help:
GIVE A CURRENT STUDENT A SUMMER INTERNSHIP/EXTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITY
paid, unpaid, virtual, part-time, project-based -- by contacting Career Services
Director Grace Roede at groede@campbell.edu;
HIRE A CAMPBELL LAW GRADUATE by contacting Assistant Dean Kala Taylor at
ktaylor@campbell.edu;
JOIN OUR ALUMNI ASSOCIATION to stay better connected by reaching out to
Assistant Dean of External Relations Megan West Sherron at (919) 865-5875 or
sherron@campbell.edu;
Finally, YOU CAN DONATE to help replenish my special purpose fund being used to
help students this summer by reaching out to Director of Development David Bohm at
bohm@campbell.edu.
In the meantime, please take good care of yourself, your family and your community.
I'm looking forward to the day when we can see each other again soon.

J. Rich Leonard
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U.S. NEWS RANKS CAMPBELL LAW’S TRIAL
ADVOCACY PROGRAM 15TH IN NATION
Campbell Law School’s trial advocacy program is tied for 15th best in the nation, according
to U.S. News & World Report’s latest ranking. The ranking marks Campbell Law’s second
appearance on the U.S. News list for trial advocacy programs. In 2017, the law school’s
advocacy program tied for 21st best. “Advocacy is our hallmark, and I am delighted to have
our accomplishments recognized,” said Dean J. Rich Leonard. Campbell Law is tied with
Drexel University, Syracuse University and the University of California at Berkeley and is the
lone North Carolina school in the Top 20 of the ranking. Campbell Law’s historically strong
competitive advocacy program has reaped numerous awards in recent years, including six
national titles in 2019 alone. Following are the program’s most recent accomplishments:
For the first time in the law school’s history, Campbell Law advocates placed in the top
1% of the nearly 400 teams participating in the virtual 27th Vienna Willem C. Vis Moot
Court Competition, officials announced. This accomplishment comes on the heels of
the team’s stellar showing in March at the virtual 17th Vis East Moot, where they also
made history by also earning honorable mentions, or fourth place ex aequo out of more
than 130 universities, for both written memoranda: the Claimant’s and Respondent’s.
Advocates Destiney Parker ‘20 and Brittany Levine ‘20, coached by attorneys Pam
McAfee and Margaret Westbrook, won the regional Duberstein Bankruptcy Moot
Court Competition, where Parker was also named best oralist. Parker went on to
win the Best Advocate Award in the prestigious 28th Annual National Duberstein
Bankruptcy Moot Court Competition.
Advocates Grace Massarelli ‘21 and Amber Younce ‘21 earned the school yet another
regional championship at the American Bar Association (ABA) Client Counseling
Competition. Coached by Zack Anstett ’18 of Cranfill Sumner & Hartzog LLP, the
team advanced to the first-ever virtual national finals for the ABA competition
on March 20-21. The team advanced from the preliminary rounds in the national
championship as one of the final six teams competing virtually.
Two teams of Campbell Law School advocates coached by Maria Hawkins ‘12 earned
several awards at the regional National Trial Competition (NTC), including the
coveted Best Overall Advocate won by Daniel Nelson ‘21.

NEWS BRIEFS

PROFESSOR JIM MCLAUGHLIN RETIRES AFTER 36
YEARS, SCHOLARSHIP ESTABLISHED IN HIS HONOR
Professor Jim McLaughlin is a renowned legal expert, who
has taught property law and wills and trusts law at Campbell
Law School for nearly four decades. His storied legal career
included serving as acting dean of the law school from 19992000. Due to COVID-19, an in-person celebration scheduled
for April has been postponed until fall. As part of his lasting
legacy at Campbell Law, Dean J. Rich Leonard asks that you
please consider giving a gift to the newly established James
B. McLaughlin Scholarship Fund that will support future
generations of law students. “In my seven years here, Jim has
been my stalwart friend and a source of candid wisdom,” says
Dean Leonard. “I know how much he means to many of you so
I hope you will be generous.” The scholarship is made possible
by a generous gift from Professor McLaughlin’s family, who wanted to celebrate not only
their father’s legacy in legal education but also help future lawyers. You can make a gift by
sending a check to the Dean, the Director of Development
David Bohm or online at campaign.campbell.edu/give.
“I know how much
Under the “Please give my gift to” box, select “Law” from the
he means to many
first dropdown menu and James McLaughlin Scholarship
of you so I hope you
from the second drop-down menu. Campbell Law would like
will be generous,”
to share memories of Professor “Jimmy Mac” on our website
and on social media. Please send your anecdotes, photos,
Dean Leonard
etc. to our Communications and Marketing Director Lisa
Snedeker at lsnedeker@campbell.edu.

BUSINESS LAW CLINIC LAUNCHES
TO HELP STARTUPS
In January, Campbell Law School launched
Innovate Capital Business Law Clinic - in
partnership with HQ Raleigh to provide legal
services to startups while giving students onthe-job experience to complement their legal
education. A big thanks to the more than 150
supporters who attended the open house on
Jan. 22. The new clinic, which brings the law
school’s total clinical offerings to five, allows
upper-level law students, under the supervision
of licensed business attorneys, to address a
wide range of business and legal issues faced by
individuals, small businesses and other earlystage organizations. The founders of Innovate
Capital Law, Jim Verdonik and Benji Jones,
serve as the inaugural clinic co-directors. Watch
a video of the open house at this link:
youtu.be/StW1hlTccmI

NEWS BRIEFS

CAMPBELL LAW RANKS AMONG TOP LAW
SCHOOLS FOR BAR EXAM OVERPERFORMANCE

93%

Campbell Law School ranks among the nation’s top law schools
for bar exam overperformance, according to new data released by
the American Bar Association (ABA) Section of Legal Education
and Admissions to the Bar. Campbell Law comes in at No. 48
with a 91.51% bar pass rate for first-time takers in 2019 compared
ultimate bar passage rate
with the states’ average bar pass rate for first-time takers of
79.86%, more than 12% over the state average. Nationwide, firsttime takers in 2019 achieved an aggregate 79.64% pass rate. Campbell Law’s ultimate bar
passage, which indicates bar exam passage within two years of graduation, is 93%. Of the
141 Campbell Law graduates from the class of 2017 who sat for the bar exam, 93.48% (or 129
graduates) have successfully passed. The law school was also recently named among schools
with the biggest bar exam improvements in the Spring 2020 issue of preLaw magazine.

BLSA PRESENTS SERIES ON
DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION
Campbell Law School’s Black Law Student Association
(BLSA) celebrated Black History Month with a series of
events surrounding issues of diversity, equity and racial
injustice prominent in our society today. The series wrapped
up on March 5 with “An Evening with Exonerated 5 member
Yusef Salaam,” where more than 200 invitees turned out for
a night of open dialogue about issues of false confessions,
press ethics and bias and other disparities in America’s
criminal justice system. “I am incredibly proud and excited
to bring such a historic event to Campbell Law,” said Robyn
Sanders ‘21, the BLSA member who helped organize the events sponsored by Dean J. Rich
Leonard, Smith Anderson, Ellis Winters, Smith Debnam Law and the City of Raleigh as
well as individual sponsors Stephanie Gibbs, Mary Katherine Kurth, Gerald Roach and
Issac Thorpe. “I’m encouraged by the sense of commitment from the administration and
student body to embracing transparent dialogue about the ways in which we all have a
responsibility to promote and preserve justice and fairness in the legal system.”

SUPPORT CAMPBELL LAW
EVERY GIFT TO CAMPBELL LAW MAKES A DIFFERENCE.
Contribute online at our secure site: law.campbell.edu/give. For
more information about giving opportunities and donations that
directly support students, contact Director of Development David
Bohm at bohm@campbell.edu / (919) 865-5977

ALUMNI NEWS

CLASS OF

1980

Randell C. Stoney Jr. has been selected as South Carolina Super Lawyers toprated civil litigation defense attorney for the 12th year in a row.
Jeffrey L. Zimmer has been named among Business North Carolina’s third
Power100 list of the state’s most influential business leaders.

CLASS OF

1982

Ashley H. Story has been named the Chief Operating Officer and Partner for
the recently combined Troutman Pepper, now the 47th largest U.S. law firm.

CLASS OF

1983

We are saddened to share the passing of George L. Collins.

CLASS OF

1984

Sam Cooper has begun serving as the Deputy Chief of Party/Senior Justice
Advisor for U. S. Agency for International Development’s Promoting the Rule
of Myanmar.

CLASS OF

1985

We are saddened to share the passing of Michael Wayne (Mike) Strickland.

CLASS OF

1986

Mark Scruggs of Lawyers Mutual has been selected by the North Carolina
State Bar as a recipient of The John B. McMillan Distinguished Service Award.

CLASS OF

1988

Smith Debnam announced the addition of veteran bankruptcy and creditors’
rights attorney Ron Jones to the firm.

CLASS OF

1989

Ragsdale Liggett partner Mary McHugh Webb has earned the Certified
Litigation Management Professional certification.

CLASS OF

1990

Smith Debnam Attorney Caren Enloe was elected to the Governing Committee
of the Conference on Consumer Finance Law and named among “North
Carolina’s 2020 Legal Elite” in Business North Carolina.

CLASS OF

1992

John M. Nunnally has been named a member of the prestigious Federation
of Defense & Corporate Counsel (FDCC) and selected for inclusion in the
2020 edition of North Carolina Super Lawyers.

CLASS OF

1997

Chris Hinnant has been selected for inclusion in the 2020 edition of North
Carolina Super Lawyers.

We welcome professional and personal updates from our alumni,
and we encourage you to send photos.

ALUMNI NEWS

CLASS OF

1999

John Martin has been selected for inclusion in the 2020 edition of North
Carolina Super Lawyers.
Marshall Wall has been selected for inclusion in the 2020 edition of North
Carolina Super Lawyers.

CLASS OF

2001

Dena White Waters recently won a North Carolina Court of Appeals case.

CLASS OF

2003

Stephanie Gaston Poley has been selected for inclusion in The Best
Lawyers in America 2020.

CLASS OF

2004

Matthew S. Roberson has been elected new shareholder of McGuire Wood
& Bissette Law Firm in Asheville.

CLASS OF

2006

John Bowen “Bo” Walker has been recognized as a 2020 Rising Star in N.C.
Super Lawyer’s magazine.

CLASS OF

2007

Edward E. Coleman III was recognized as a 2020 Rising Star in N.C. Super
Lawyer’s magazine.

CLASS OF

2010

Thomas Harper won the Pennsylvania Bar Association’s legal fiction writing
competition, and his story was published in the November/December 2019
version of The Pennsylvania Lawyer.

CLASS OF

2011

Paula Etheridge Murray was named in Business North Carolina’s 2020
Legal Elite Edition.

CLASS OF

2012

Hall Booth Smith welcomed Martha S. Bradley as an associate in their
Asheville office.

CLASS OF

2013

Andrea (Matt) Van Tright was named partner at Murchison, Taylor &
Gibson.

CLASS OF

2015

Allie C. Moore was named to the 2020 North Carolina Rising Stars list.
Kimberly N. Dixon was recognized in the N.C. Super Lawyers Rising Star
2020 edition.

Submit information to Director of Communications and Marketing Lisa Snedeker
lsnedeker@campbell.edu | (919) 865-5978

FOLLOW US
ON SOCIAL
MEDIA

@campbell_law

CampbellLawSchool

CampbellLawSchool

@CampbellLawNow

If you are interested in connecting, please contact Assistant Dean
of External Relations Megan West Sherron at (919) 865-5875 or
sherron@campbell.edu.

Our alumni serve a vital role within the Campbell Law community,
and are frequently called upon to assist with volunteer opportunities,
recruiting, assisting with mock interviews, informing us of
market opportunities, hosting events or partnering with a student
organization.

CONNECT WITH US!

Support the Class of 2020
with a donation of $20.20
(or more) for the chance
to receive one of these
items as a special thank
you! Make your donations
at law.campbell.edu/give/
under the “Law” tags. For
information on how to
receive your gift, contact
Campbell Law’s Director of
Development David Bohm
at bohm@campbell.edu.
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