
Where great lawyers are made

“We share many of the same visions as Campbell Law School when it comes to 
expanding our international offering and giving our students the best opportuni-
ties we can,” said Griffiths-Baker. “We’re looking forward to developing this 
agreement and supporting more initiatives in the future.”

“Existing joint LL. Ms between U.K. and U.S.A. institutions require attendance 
in the U.K., which does not always work well for juris doctor students,” said 
Nicholson. “Opening up this distance learning opportunity is a great way for 
students at Campbell Law School to internationalize their knowledge and CV 
without missing any of their home studies.”

During the trip, Professor Griffiths-Baker and Andrea Nicholson also met with 
Chief Judge Stephani Humrickhouse at the United States Bankruptcy Court 
for the Eastern District of North Carolina, Chief Judge Linda McGee of the 
North Carolina Court of Appeals, Superior Court Judge Paul Ridgeway, Toshiba 
General Counsel Ken Hammer, and Judge Marion Warren Director of the North 
Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts.

Campbell Law, Nottingham (U.K.) 
announce LL. M degree partnership

 
Campbell Law School 
and Nottingham Law 
School in the United 
Kingdom have an-
nounced a joint 
partnership to offer an 
LL. M degree in Legal 
Practice to American 
law students. The two 
institutions recently 
signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding during 
a visit by Nottingham 
Dean Janine Griffiths-
Baker and School 
Research Coordinator 
Andrea Nicholson.

“As our economy and immediate geographic region becomes more 
globalized, this is an exciting opportunity for our students and others to 
obtain a valuable international credential,” said Campbell Law Dean J. 
Rich Leonard. “We are thankful to partner with our friends at Nottingham 
Law School in this venture, and we look forward to future opportunities 
developing between our students and faculty.”

Students enrolled in the program will complete a dissertation under the 
guidance of a Nottingham professor, have the ability to utilize Notting-
ham’s robust online resources, and travel abroad and meet face-to-face 
with faculty and fellow students.

Nottingham Law School at Nottingham Trent University is one of the  
largest law schools in the U.K., boasting more than 2,000 students and 
over 100 full-time faculty members. Nottingham provides courses for 
every stage of legal training, instruction for barristers and solicitors, 
postgraduate studies that focus on research and vast pro bono efforts.

Some-
times  
an op-
portunity 
falls into 

your lap. In an effort to 
expand our global reach, 
last summer I wrote to the 
deans of several leading 
law schools in Great Britain 
about the possibility of 
collaborative programs.  
Luckily, the entrepreneurial 
dean of Nottingham Law 
School responded with  
an intriguing idea of how 
we could embed a British 
LLM into our curriculum 
that our students could 
earn alongside their J. D.  

Discussions last fall led to a 
two-day visit in January by 
a Nottingham delegation, 

and we have now signed  
a Memorandum of  
Agreement to move the  
effort forward. In a nutshell, 
our students would take 
two preparatory courses 
here, and then would,  
in British terms, “progress 
on” to the Nottingham 
curriculum to write a thesis 
under the supervision of 
Nottingham faculty. 

The opportunity could  
also be made available 
to students from other 
schools, alumni, and  
other lawyers in the  
community. Stay tuned  
for further details.  

www.facebook.com/CampbellLawSchool
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CLASS OF 2007                                           
Christopher S. Morden was named to the 2017 
Legal Elite list by Business N.C. magazine.

CLASS OF 2008                                        
Ryan Monk was named to the 2017 Legal Elite 
list by Business N.C. magazine and 2017 N.C. 
Super Lawyers.

Brian Ratledge was hired as N.C. Industrial 
Commission General Counsel.

Mica Nguyen Worthy was named partner at 
Cranfill Sumner & Hartzog LLP.

CLASS OF 2009                                          
Kevin V. Howell was appointed N.C. Industrial 
Commission Deputy Commissioner.

CLASS OF 2010
Thomas Currin was named to the 2017 Legal 
Elite list by Business N.C. magazine.

Whitfield Gibson was named partner at Manning 
Fulton.

CLASS OF 2011
Natalie Rice was named partner at Manning 
Fulton.

CLASS OF 2012
John Hardin was named partner at Manning 
Fulton.

CLASS OF 2013
Charles Hicks has joined Cranfill Sumner & 
Hartzog LLP as an associate attorney.

CLASS OF 2016
Danielle Feller was awarded a bar scholarship by 
Roberts Law Group, PLLC.

Evelyn Saxton was awarded a bar scholarship by 
Roberts Law Group, PLLC.

CLASS OF 1985
John Martin was named to 2017 N.C. Super Lawyers.

CLASS OF 1986
We regret to share the passing of Matthew 
Thompson Dill.

CLASS OF 1988
Andy Gregson was sworn in as district attorney 
for Randolph and Montgomery counties in N.C.

Hoyt Tessener joined the Law Offices of James 
Scott Farrin in Durham, N.C.

CLASS OF 1989
John Dunn was named to The Best Lawyers in 
America.

CLASS OF 1990                                             
William B. Hamel was named to The Best Law-
yers in America.

CLASS OF 1992                                             
Gena Graham Morris was named to The Best 
Lawyers in America.

CLASS OF 1994                      
Curtis E. Bostic was named a South Carolina 
Leadership in Law award recipient.

CLASS OF 1999                                           
Marshall Wall was named to 2017 N.C. Super 
Lawyers.

CLASS OF 2003                                    
Stephanie Gaston Poley was named to 2017 N.C. 
Rising Stars.

CLASS OF 2005
Shawn R. Evans joined The Law Group in Wilm-
ington, N.C. as a partner.

CLASS OF 2006                                         
The Honorable Mindy W. Zimmerman was ap-
pointed by the S.C. General Assembly to the 8th 
Judicial Circuit, Family Court bench.
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ALUMNI NEWS & NOTES

Connect With Us!

Our alumni serve a vital role within the Campbell 
Law community, and are frequently called upon  
to assist with volunteer opportunities, recruiting,  
assisting with mock interviews, informing us of  
market opportunities, hosting events, or partnering 
with a student organization. 

All Campbell Law alumni are also welcome to utilize 
our Career & Professional Development Center  
services, including career advising, employment 
search, and reciprocity.

If you are interested in connecting with the law 
school and serving our students, please contact 
Campbell Law’s Assistant Dean of External Relations 
Megan Sherron at 919.865.5875 or by email at  
sherron@campbell.edu.

We welcome professional and personal updates from our alumni, and we encourage you to send photos. 
For more information, contact:  Brandon Yopp, Director of Communications & Marketing  |  yopp@campbell.edu  |  919.865.5978

Over the past five years 
Campbell Law student 

advocates have amassed:
3 national championships

4 national runners up
7 national semifinalists

4 regional championships
10 national individual best 

advocate awards

Did You Know?



Campbell Law, NC State Poole College 
launch JD/MAC dual degree program
Campbell Law School and the NC State University Poole College of 
Management have announced the formation of a second dual degree 
program between the two institutions. The new program, which 
will begin with the fall 2017 semester, allows students to pursue and 
obtain a Juris Doctor at Campbell Law and a Master of Accounting at 
NC State Poole College simultaneously. The JD/MAC marks Campbell 
Law’s seventh dual degree offering.

The JD/MAC program instills students with legal skills, business acu-
men, critical thinking, ethical conviction and intellectual leadership in a 
global and technology-savvy marketplace. Ideal students will hold an 
undergraduate degree in accounting but this is not required. Prospec-
tive students will be prepared for a competitive advantage in corporate, 
financial and government positions as well as other employers who 
seek attorneys and counselors well-grounded in accounting, tax and 
business principles. Six hours of accounting classes will be applied 
towards the JD, while 12 hours of law classes will count towards the 
MAC degree.

Campbell Law offers seven dual degree programs—four with Camp-
bell University and three with NC State University—in an effort to 
provide students with maximum exposure and preparedness for a 
wide assortment of career opportunities in the fields that continue to 
shape the economy.

Community Law Clinic receives 
$10K grant from NCBA Foundation
The North Carolina Bar Association (NCBA) Foundation has an-
nounced that it will bestow a $10,000 grant to Campbell Law’s Com-
munity Law Clinic. The funds will be utilized to supplement the clinic’s 
operational budget.

The Campbell Community Law Clinic partners with non-profit agen-
cies in the community (including StepUp Ministry, the Raleigh Rescue 
Mission and Urban Ministries) to provide solutions to legal problems 
encountered by clients of those agencies. The clinic provides repre-
sentation, advocacy, education and reconciliation for its clients while 
delivering valuable and practical knowledge to law school students.

Legal services are provided by Campbell Law students, under the 
supervision of clinic director, Ashley H. Campbell. Students hold client 
interviews, prepare motions, oversee case management and make 
court appearances. Through this experience, students gain important 
practical legal skills and an appreciation for the challenges faces by 
citizens living in poverty. The clinic prepares students to be resourceful 
and practice-ready upon their entrance into the profession.  

Campbell Law named top performer 
nationally for bar exam prep per 
National Jurist
Campbell Law School has been named the top performer in the 
country for bar exam prep by The National Jurist. The accolade marks 
Campbell Law’s third consecutive appearance on the list.

Per the publication, Campbell Law ranked first when looking at the 
classes of 2013 and 2014. Graduates passed at an average rate of 
more than 12.49 percentage points higher than predicted.

In ranking institutions, The National Jurist looked at pass rates on a 
school-by-school basis and compared the actual pass rates for 2014 
and 2013, the most recent data available, with the predicted pass rates 
to find the residual, or the difference between the two.

preLaw magazine recognizes Campbell 
Law as a top trial advocacy program
Campbell Law School’s trial advocacy program has been graded as 
one of the best in the country by preLaw magazine. The accolade 
marks Campbell Law’s first appearance on the annual list. Campbell 
Law received a graded score of A-, with just three other programs 
scoring higher.

Campbell Law is the only North Carolina law school included on  
the list.

Anderson Jones, PLLC 
sponsor competitive trial team
Anderson Jones, PLLC will financially support the law school’s 
advocacy program at the 2017 National Trial Competition. Camp-
bell Law’s team is comprised of third-year students Dutch Entwistle, 
Jacob Morse, Casey Peaden, Gray Smith and Caroline Wahoff.

The NTC will begin with a regional competition, Feb. 9-12, in Athens, 
Ga., before the national finals, March 22-26, in Fort Worth, Texas.

The NTC was established in 1975 to encourage and strengthen 
student advocacy skills through quality competition and valuable 
interaction with members of the bench and bar. The trial program is 
designed to expose law students to the nature of trial practice and to 
serve as a supplement to their education. The Texas Young Lawyers 
Association, in partnership with the American College of Trial Lawyers, 
sponsors the competition in an effort to meaningfully contribute to 
the development of future trial lawyers. Each year the competition 
rotates between civil and criminal mock trials.

Anderson Jones, PLLC is a Raleigh based firm that focuses on a 
variety of practice areas, and each attorney possesses a wide range 
of experiences and backgrounds which are suited to accomplish the 
goals and needs of their clients. Founding partner Todd A. Jones is a 
1998 Campbell Law graduate. He previously served as the founding 
chair of the Campbell Law Alumni Association and remains on the 
board of directors.

Ben and Patrice Thompson 
endow Achievement Scholarship
With a generous gift of $100K, Ben and Patrice Thompson have  
guaranteed the future availability of the recently created Achievement 
Scholarship. A Double Camel and law school charter class member, 
Thompson has previously served as the Campbell University Board of 
Trustees Chairman and a member of the Campbell Law Board of Visitors.

Beginning with the 2016-17 academic year, The Ben & Patrice  
Thompson Achievement Scholarship will be offered annually to one 
high-achieving student who has overcome significant obstacles in life, 
such as socio-economic or educational hardships, disabilities or other 
major challenges. The scholarship will be automatically renewable each 
year provided the student remains in good academic standing. It marks 
one of Campbell Law’s four competitive full-tuition scholarships.

Thompson received his undergraduate degree cum laude from 
Campbell in 1976 and earned his Juris Doctor in 1979. In 1997, he 
joined Wyrick Robbins Yates & Ponton, LLP in Raleigh as a partner 
and chairman of the Litigation Practice Section. Prior to that, he prac-
ticed law in Harnett County for 18 years.
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cence Inquiry Commission (NCIIC). The appointment was recently 
made by Supreme Court of North Carolina Chief Justice Mark Martin.

“I’m honored that Chief Justice Mark Martin appointed me to this 
Commission, the work of which I’ve long admired,” said Essary. “I 
hope that this Commission, which seeks truth, ultimately becomes a 
model for other states in our criminal justice system. I look forward to 
working with my fellow commissioners.”

Essary will serve as an alternate to a statutory commissioner, attending 
Commission meetings and substituting as needed.

Created by the North Carolina General Assembly in 2006, the NCIIC 
began operating in 2007 and has reviewed hundreds of innocence 
claims and conducted multiple hearings in the years since. The 
Commission is charged with providing an independent and balanced 
truth-seeking forum for credible post-conviction claims of innocence 
in North Carolina. The Commission is separate from the appeals 
process. A person exonerated by the Commission process is declared 
innocent and cannot be retried for the same crime.

Sherron presents on mentorship to 
National Conference of Bar Presidents
Campbell Law Assistant Dean of External Relations Megan West Sher-
ron provided expert insight and advice on mentorship throughout a 
presentation to the National Conference of Bar Presidents (NCBP) on 
Thursday, Jan. 19. Widely regarded as one of the foremost experts on 
mentorship throughout legal education, she manages the Campbell 
Law Connections mentorship program which won a 2016 Gambrell 
Award from the American Bar Association.

Deeply embedded into the fabric of 
Raleigh’s civic and professional com-
munities, Sherron sits on the Wake 
County Bar Association & Tenth Judicial 
District Board of Directors, the Note 
in the Pocket Board of Directors, is a 
committee chair for the Wake County 
Bar Association Young Lawyers’ Divi-
sion and has previously served as vice 
president of Wake Women Attorneys. 
She is also a prior member of the Capi-
tal City Clauses Board of Directors and 
is a graduate of Leadership Raleigh.

A 2014 Triangle Business Journal Women in Business award winner, 
Sherron oversees Campbell Law’s alumni relations, career services, 
and communications and marketing departments, manages the Camp-
bell Law Connections mentorship program and serves as the liaison to 
the Campbell Law Alumni Association.

Campbell Law sponsors First Lady’s 
Luncheon for Kristin Cooper (L ’82)

Campbell Law School served as the event sponsor for the 2017 First 
Lady’s Luncheon in honor of Kristin Cooper, wife of newly elected 
North Carolina Governor Roy Cooper, on Jan. 6 at the North 
Carolina State Bar in downtown Raleigh. The new First Lady of North 
Carolina, Cooper graduated from Campbell Law in 1982.

“We’re excited and proud to have an alumna of our fine institution in 
the Governor’s mansion,” said Campbell Law Dean J. Rich Leonard. 

“As First Lady of our state, Kristin Cooper serves as a fabulous role 
model for our students and alums alike.”

Leonard offered remarks and extended congratulations and best 
wishes on behalf of the law school at the event. Campbell University 
First Lady Kathy Creed, Assistant Dean of External Relations Megan 
West Sherron and several law school faculty and alumni accompanied 
Leonard in the law school’s delegation at the event.

Manus named to N.C. Governor’s 
Advisory Council on Aging
Campbell Law Senior Law Clinic Director Roger Manus was recently 
appointed to the North Carolina Governor’s Advisory Council on 
Aging. Former N.C. Governor Pat McCrory appointed Manus to the 
post in late December. His term will expire in June 2018.

“Serving on the Governor’s Advisory Council will be a great opportunity 
to promote the development of policies and expansion of appropriate 
services to meet the needs of older North Carolinians,” said Manus. “I 
hope that my position also will enable me to create opportunities for our 
students to observe this aspect of government policy-making up close.”

Manus holds more than 35 years of experience successfully advocat-
ing for elders and persons with disabilities on a wide range of issues. 
A former managing attorney and senior staff attorney with a mental 
disability law reform project, he served as lead attorney in several 
successful class action litigation matters. He has been honored as a 
Wingspread Fellow, a Root Tilden Public Interest Law Scholar and 
with Distinguished Service Awards from the Community Living Asso-
ciation and Mental Health Association of North Carolina. He has also 
presented on elder law at various continuing legal education seminars.

The N.C. Governor’s Advisory Council on Aging is comprised of 33 
members, 29 of which are appointed by the N.C. Governor, two 
by the N.C. Senate President Pro Tempore and two by the N.C. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. The council is staffed by the 
Division of Adult Services. The council makes recommendations to 
the Governor and Secretary of Health & Human Services to improve 
human services to the elderly throughout the state. 

Professor Essary appointed to N.C. 
Innocence Inquiry Commission
Campbell Law School professor and former dean Melissa Essary has 
been appointed to a three year term on the North Carolina Inno-

Every gift to Campbell Law makes a difference.

Contribute online at our secure site: http://alumni.campbell.edu/lawgiving

For more information about giving opportunities, contact:  
David Bohm, Director of Development
bohm@campbell.edu / 919.865.5977

Support Campbell Law
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