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LAW BRIEF
Message from
Dean J. Rich Leonard
Sometimes
a gift
comes
from nowhere. A
good friend of mine
introduced me to an
elegant lady recently
who disclosed in conversation that she was
the great-great-greatgranddaughter of Chief
Justice John Marshall.
What’s more, she had
inherited his rocking
chair from his study
and was worried about
its future. After a year
of conversation, it has
now been gifted to the

law school. Stay tuned
for the fabulous story
that will unfold about
the rocking chair and
its North Carolina
origin later this semester. Equally fascinating
is the Chief Justice’s
intimate connections
with Raleigh during his
entire tenure on the
Supreme Court, an
untold story that is my
current obsession that
I will be writing and
talking about in the
future.
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Campbell Law names Community
Law Clinic after Charles Blanchard
Campbell Law School renamed its deeply impactful Community Law
Clinic in honor of legal pioneer and servant leader Charles Fuller
Blanchard with a ribbon cutting ceremony at on Feb. 7 at 5 p.m.
Born in Hamlet, N.C. in 1923, Blanchard and his family moved to Raleigh when he was three years old and the city has remained his home.
He served his country as a Lieutenant J.G. in the U.S. Navy in World
War II, and then returned home to graduate from Duke Law. He opened
his own law practice in 1949 in Raleigh and Fuquay-Varina. Blanchard
was the senior partner at Blanchard, Miller & Lewis, P.A. until becoming of counsel in 2000.
Blanchard is a founding member of the North Carolina Academy of
Trial Lawyers. He has been a lecturer at the North Carolina Conference
on Superior Court Judges, the UNC Medical School, the Duke University School of Engineering, and the Association of Trial Lawyers of
America. Extremely active in the bar, he has served as chairman of the
Litigation Section of the North Carolina Bar Association, president of
the Wake County Bar Association and the North Carolina Academy of
Trial Lawyers, governor of the Association of Trial Lawyers of America
for two terms, and a member of the Duke University Law School Council. He is a past-president of the International Society of Barristers and
the Braxton Craven Inn of Court, which is now hosted at Campbell Law.
He is also a fellow in the International Academy of Trial Lawyers. He is
a past recipient of the Chief Justice Walker Clark Award given by the
N.C. Academy of Trial Lawyers and of the Joseph Branch Professionalism Award given by the Wake County Bar Association.

In 2015 he was awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award by the Arc of Wake
County for his work for those with disabilities.
The clinic, which was launched in September 2016, has made a tremendous
impact in the Raleigh community within short period.
The Blanchard Community Law Clinic partners with non-profit agencies in the
community (including Alliance Medical Ministry, StepUp Ministry, the Raleigh
Rescue Mission, and Urban Ministries) to provide solutions to legal problems
encountered by clients of those agencies. The clinic provides representation,
advocacy, education and reconciliation for its clients while delivering valuable
and practical knowledge to law school students.
Legal services are provided by Campbell Law students, under the supervision
of clinic director, Ashley H. Campbell. Students hold client interviews, prepare
motions, oversee case management and make court appearances.

Outside of the legal profession, he has been an active member of St.
Michaels Episcopal Church for more than 60 years, where he served
two terms as senior warden, Sunday school teacher and past president
of the N.C. Episcopal Foundation. Throughout his adult life, Blanchard
has served on many community boards including the Raleigh Rescue
Mission, Residential Support Services, and St. Augustine’s College.
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ALUMNI NEWS & NOTES
CLASS OF 1980

CLASS OF 2003

CLASS OF 1983

William A. Oden, III was named an N.C. Rising Star.

N. Hunter Wyche Jr. is serving on the Disciplinary
Hearing Commission for the N.C. State Bar.

A. Charles Ellis was named an N.C. Super Lawyer.
Campbell Law mourns the passing of Barbara
Dale Hollingsworth.

Stephanie Poley was named an N.C. Rising Star.

CLASS OF 2004

Martin Warf was named partner at Nelson Mullins.

CLASS OF 2005

CLASS OF 1985

Angela P. Doughty was named an N.C. Rising Star.

CLASS OF 1986

Allegra Collins was named to Business N.C.
Legal Elite.

John Martin was named an N.C. Super Lawyer.

Albert David Kirby, Jr. has been appointed to fill
a Superior Court judge vacancy.

CLASS OF 1990

Alan “Chip” Hewett has been elected
chairman of the board of directors for UNC
Johnston Health.

CLASS OF 1991

Campbell Law mourns the passing of William
Brooks Tyson III.

CLASS OF 1992

CLASS OF 2006
CLASS OF 2008

Meredith Cross was named partner at Gailor
Hunt Jenkins Davis Taylor & Gibbs, and an N.C.
Rising Star.

Robert H. Meek, III was promoted to the rank
of Major in the Army’s Judge Advocate
General’s Corps.
Steven Saad has opened his own practice in Raleigh.
Kristopher J. Hilscher was named to Business
N.C. Legal Elite.

Campbell Law mourns the passing of John Brent
Godwin, Sr.

Mica Worthy was named an N.C. Rising Star.

CLASS OF 1997

Allen N. Trask, III was named an N.C. Rising Star.

Tony Biller was named to N.C. Lawyers Weekly’s
Best Lawyers in America list.

CLASS OF 1999

Lynwood P. Evans was named an N.C. Super
Lawyer.

Amy Markwell has been named county attorney
for San Miguel, Colorado.
Marshall Wall was named an N.C. Super Lawyer
and a Business N.C. Legal Elite.

CONNECT WITH US!
Our alumni serve a vital role within the Campbell
Law community, and are frequently called upon
to assist with volunteer opportunities, recruiting,
assisting with mock interviews, informing us of
market opportunities, hosting events, or
partnering with a student organization.
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CLASS OF 2009
CLASS OF 2010

Luke Dalton has joined McAngus, Goudelock &
Courie.

John Paul Godwin has been named partner at
Hardison & Cochran.
Bryan G. Nichols has been named to the
National Trial Lawyers Top 40 Under 40.

CLASS OF 2011

Mike LeClair was elected president of the
Association of Corporate Counsel’s the Research
Triangle Area Chapter.
Tiffany Lesnik was named an N.C. Rising Star.
Campbell Law mourns the passing of
Rebecca Phillips.

CLASS OF 2012

Lauren Maxie was named to Business N.C.
Legal Elite.

All Campbell Law alumni are also welcome to utilize
our Career & Professional Development Center
services, including career advising,
employment search, and reciprocity.

CLASS OF 2013

If you are interested in connecting with the law
school and serving our students, please contact
Campbell Law’s Assistant Dean of External
Relations Megan West Sherron at 919.865.5875 or
by email at sherron@campbell.edu.

Paul Yokabitus was named to Business N.C.
Legal Elite and received Cary Magazine’s 2018
Maggy Award for Best Attorney.

Lindsay Willis was named to Business N.C.
Legal Elite.

We welcome professional and personal updates from our alumni, and we encourage you to send photos.
For more information, contact: Brandon Yopp, Director of Communications & Marketing | yopp@campbell.edu | 919.865.5978
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U.S. Deputy A.G. Rosenstein to deliver
Campbell Law commencement address
United States Deputy Attorney
General Rod Rosenstein will offer
the commencement address at
Campbell University Law School’s
40th annual hooding and graduation
ceremony on May 11. The celebration is scheduled for 10 a.m. at
Memorial Auditorium at the Duke
Energy Center for the Performing
Arts in downtown Raleigh.
President Donald J. Trump nominated Rosenstein in January of last
year, and the Senate confirmed his
nomination 94-6 the following April.
Rosenstein was sworn in as the nation’s 37th Deputy Attorney General later that month by Attorney General Jeff Sessions. As the Deputy
Attorney General, Rosenstein oversees the day-to-day operations of
the U.S. Department of Justice.
“Deputy Attorney General Rosenstein is a dedicated public servant, and
we are delighted that a lawyer of his prominence can join us for this
commencement,” said Campbell Law Dean J. Rich Leonard.
Rosenstein graduated from the Wharton School of the University of
Pennsylvania, with a B.S. in Economics, summa cum laude, in 1986.
He earned his J.D. cum laude in 1989 from Harvard Law School,
where he was an editor of the Harvard Law Review. Upon graduation, he served as a law clerk to Judge Douglas H. Ginsburg of the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit.
After joining the U.S. Department of Justice through the Attorney
General’s Honors Program in 1990, Rosenstein prosecuted public corruption cases as a trial attorney with the Public Integrity Section of the
Criminal Division. He then served as Counsel to the Deputy Attorney
General (1993 - 1994), Special Assistant to the Criminal Division’s
Assistant Attorney General (1994 - 1995), and Associate Independent
Counsel (1995 to 1997).
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Campbell Law, NC State
launch JD/MSW dual degree program
Campbell Law School and the NC State University Department
of Social Work have announced the establishment of a new dual
degree. The new program allows students to pursue and obtain a
Juris Doctor at Campbell Law and a Master of Social Work at NC
State’s College of Humanities and Social Sciences simultaneously.
The JD/MSW marks Campbell Law’s eighth dual degree offering,
including the fourth with NC State. With approval from the University accrediting body, SACSOC, anticipated this spring, students
should be able to enroll in this program in the fall of 2018.
The JD/MSW program will prepare successful graduates for a diverse range of careers in law, government, nonprofit organizations,
teaching, and research. Graduates will be poised to make significant
impacts and contributions towards the legal and social welfare of
citizens, and will have the ability to identify and address problems
faced by individuals, families, and communities. The program enables students to earn both degrees in four years of full-time study,
rather than the usual five. Students must apply and be accepted
to both universities. They will typically spend the first two years of
study at Campbell Law, the third year at NC State, and the fourth
year back at Campbell Law.
Campbell Law offers eight dual degree programs - four with Campbell University and four with NC State University - in an effort to
provide students with maximum exposure and preparedness for a
wide assortment of career opportunities in the fields that continue
to shape the economy.

Campbell Law named a
top school for trial advocacy
Campbell Law School’s trial advocacy program has been highlighted
as one of the best in America by preLaw magazine. The accolade
marks Campbell Law’s second consecutive appearance on the annual list. Campbell Law received a graded score of A-, with just six
other programs scoring higher.

In 1997, Rosenstein became an Assistant U.S. Attorney in Maryland.
He prosecuted cases in the U.S. District Court and briefed and argued
appeals in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit. He also
coordinated the credit card fraud and international assistance programs.

Campbell Law is the only North Carolina law school included
on the A list. The complete list is available via preLaw magazine’s
Winter 2018 issue.

From 2001 to 2005, Rosenstein served as Principal Deputy Assistant
Attorney General for the Tax Division of the U.S. Department of
Justice. He supervised the Division’s criminal sections and coordinated
the tax enforcement activities of the Tax Division, the U.S. Attorney’s Offices and the Internal Revenue Service. He also oversaw civil
litigation and served as the acting head of the Tax Division when the
Assistant Attorney General was unavailable, and he personally briefed
and argued federal civil appeals.

Last April, U.S.
News & World
Report had
high praise for
Campbell Law’s
advocacy program,
tapping it as tied
for 21st-best in the
country.

Rosenstein served as the United States Attorney for the District of
Maryland from 2005 to 2017. He oversaw federal criminal and civil
litigation and developed and implemented federal law enforcement
strategies in Maryland. During his tenure as U.S. Attorney, Rosenstein
served on the Washington/Baltimore High-Intensity Drug Trafficking
Area Task Force and on the Attorney General’s Advisory Committee.
He also personally litigated cases in the U.S. District Court and in the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit.

Outside of
the classroom,
Campbell Law’s
historically strong
competitive advocacy program has particularly blossomed in recent
years. Since 2012 Campbell Law student advocates have collected
three national championships, five national runners up, seven
national semifinalists, four regional championships and 12 national
individual best advocate awards.
Aside from competitive success, the G. Eugene Boyce Center of
Advocacy was established in Sept. 2015 with an $8+ million dollar
gift. The center comprises three competition courtrooms, conference rooms and a suite of adjoining offices. More than $500,000
in state-of-the-art technology upgrades has been recently added to
the center.
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Campbell Law dean to receive 2018
McKnight Renaissance Lawyer Award
Campbell Law Dean J. Rich Leonard has been selected to receive the
2018 McKnight Renaissance Lawyer Award from the North Carolina
Bar Association (NCBA). Leonard will be honored at the organization’s annual conference, June 21-24, in Wilmington.
“Dean Leonard’s commitment to professionalism and his years of
devotion to the courts of our nation, and to developing the minds
and character of future leaders of the bar, make him an ideal recipient
of the H. Brent McKnight Renaissance Lawyer Award,” said NCBA
Professionalism Committee Chair Greg Scott.
Leonard, who served as a United States Bankruptcy Judge for
the Eastern District of North Carolina prior to becoming dean of
Campbell Law in July 2013, is highly regarded throughout the entire
legal profession. He was named the 2014 Lawyer of the Year by
North Carolina Lawyers Weekly, previously received the American
Bar Association’s Robert B. Yegge Award for Outstanding Contribution to Judicial Administration in 2012, and the Director’s Award for
Outstanding Leadership in the Federal Judiciary in 1992 among many
others. Earlier this month he was elected to serve as chair-elect of
the UNC General Alumni Association. Following his one-year term
as chair-elect, Leonard will serve as chair beginning in May 2019.
Under his deanship, Campbell Law has vastly increased its already
generous scholarship program by adding six new scholarships, including four full-tuition awards, identified nine practice areas with an
associated thread of courses for students to follow to become fully
developed in the practice of a specific area of law, and partnered with
leading local law firms to sponsor competitive advocacy program
student teams.
The institution also launched the Campbell Law Connections mentorship program, which won a coveted 2016 E. Smythe Gambrell
Professionalism Award from the American Bar Association, expanded
its clinical programs, including the Stubbs Bankruptcy Clinic and
Blanchard Community Law Clinic, and provided stipends for recent
graduates as they prepare to take the bar exam following graduation. A tireless fundraiser, Leonard helped to secure more than $8
million for the Gene Boyce Center of Advocacy, and invest more
than $450,000 in state-of-the-art technology updates to the advocacy
center suite and all three courtrooms
Leonard’s own adventures include serving repeatedly as a consultant
for the U. S. State Department to emerging judiciaries in sub-Saharan
Africa, traveling to Zambia, Tanzania, Namibia, Kenya, and Nigeria
more than 30 times. He returned to Namibia last spring at the
request of Chief Justice John Roberts to assist the Namibian Chief
Justice in drafting legislation to implement a new judicial administrative
structure in that country.
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“I am humbled beyond measure at this unexpected nod,” said Leonard.
“It is especially meaningful because Brent McKnight was a close friend
that we all lost too soon. There was no judicial colleague I respected
more.”
The H. Brent McKnight Renaissance Lawyer Award, established in
2006 by the NCBA Foundation’s Professionalism Committee, recognizes attorneys who demonstrate the “Renaissance Lawyer” qualities
embodied by Judge McKnight, former chair of the Professionalism
Committee who died in 2004 while serving on the U.S. District Court
for the Western District of N.C.
The award seeks to recognize those North Carolina attorneys whose
trustworthiness, respectful and courteous treatment of all people, enthusiasm for intellectual achievement and commitment to excellence
in work, and service to the profession and community, inspire others.

Law student awarded diversity
scholarship from Nexsen Pruet
Second-year Campbell Law School student Yolanda Davis was recently
named a recipient of Nexsen Pruet’s Diversity Scholarship. A native of
Whiteville, N.C., Davis received a scholarship in the amount of $3,000
from the firm.
“I am honored to be the recipient of
Nexsen Pruet’s Diversity Scholarship,”
said Davis. “My educational pursuits
would not be possible without
generous support from scholarship
sponsors like the firm.”
Scholars receive money for tuition
through Nexsen Pruet’s Diversity
Initiative, which has awarded 39
scholarships exceeding $117,000
since the program began in 2008.
Two previous scholarship recipients
have been hired by the firm.
The Nexsen Pruet Diversity Scholarship Program works to increase
diversity within the legal profession, enhance educational opportunities
for minority law students and create increased awareness of opportunities for private practice in North and South Carolina.
Nexsen Pruet is one of the largest law firms in the Carolinas, with more
than 190 attorneys and offices in Columbia, Charleston, Greenville,
Hilton Head, and Myrtle Beach, S.C. as well as Charlotte, Greensboro, and Raleigh, N.C. Founded in 1945, Nexsen Pruet provides a
broad range of legal services to the business community and represents
companies and other entities in local, state, national, and international
venues.”

SUPPORT CAMPBELL LAW
Every gift to Campbell Law makes a difference.
Contribute online at our secure site: http://alumni.campbell.edu/lawgiving
For more information about giving opportunities, contact:
David Bohm, Director of Development
bohm@campbell.edu / 919.865.5977
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